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     The Mission of Clearbranch UMC is 
            to ENGAGE people through relational ministry, 
            to EQUIP disciples for Christ and 
            to EMPLOY their gifts through missions. 

The Vision of Clearbranch UMC is Transformed Lives offering the Transforming Love of Christ. 

November 11, 2018 
Series: Hypocrite 

Sermon Title: Taking off the Burden and Opening the 
Doors 

 
Key Scripture: 

Matt 23:4a, Matt 23:13-14 
 

1) Do not make the burden unbearable.  
Matt 23:4a (ESV) They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,[a] and lay them on 
 people's shoulders… 

2) Do Not Hide the Keys to the Kingdom  
Matt 23:13-14 (ESV) “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
 shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter 
 yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 

3) Lighten the Burden and Open the Doors! 
Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV) Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
 will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
 gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
 is easy, and my burden is light.” 
Isaiah 56:6-7 (ESV) “And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to 
 minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
 everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my 
 covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
 my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
 accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
 peoples.” The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will 
 gather yet others to him besides those already gathered.” 
1 Corinthians 15:55-57 (ESV) “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
 your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
 thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


