
 
Vaughn Stafford	  

Lead Pastor  8051 Glenn Road 
Office 205.655.9414    Trussville, AL 35173 
Fax 205.661.9775  www.clearbranch.org 

     The Mission of Clearbranch UMC is 
            to ENGAGE people through relational ministry, 
            to EQUIP disciples for Christ and 
            to EMPLOY their gifts through missions. 

The Vision of Clearbranch UMC is Transformed Lives offering the Transforming Love of Christ. 

April 15, 2018 
Series: Questions 

Sermon Title: Why do you doubt? 

 

Key Scripture: 
Matthew 14:22-33 (NRSV) 

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 

went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the 

wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them 
on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter 

answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 

toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

The Main Idea: 
Three key outs when in doubt 

 

STEP out 
 

Matthew 14:28-29 (NRSV) 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
 you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
 water, and came toward Jesus.  
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CRY out 
 

Matthew 14:26-27 (NRSV) 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
 terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus 
 spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

Matthew 14:30 (NRSV) 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 
 beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

 

 

REACH out 

 

Matthew 14:31-33 (NRSV) 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
 him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind 
 ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

 

 

Challenge Questions: 

 

When is the last time you risked anything to draw closer to Jesus? 

 

 
Where do you turn when you are afraid? 

 

 
What is your security in a storm? 

 


