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March 11, 2018 
Series: Restored 

Sermon Title: Bless this Mess 

 

Main Scripture: 
John 5:1-9 (NRSV) 

1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2Now 
in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, 

which has five porticoes. 3-4In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him 
lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you 

want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me 
into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, 

someone else steps down ahead of me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your 
mat and walk.” 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 

began to walk. Now that day was a Sabbath. 

 

The Main Idea: 
Wallow in shame or glory in His name 

 

 

CONFESSION of brokenness, suffering and shame 
 
John 5:1-4 (NRSV) 1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which 
 has five porticoes. 3-4In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
 
Romans 5:3-4 (NIV) 3Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
 suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
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REPENTANCE AND RECONCILIATION to full life 
 
John 5:5-7 (NRSV) 5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw 
 him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you 
 want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into 
 the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps 
 down ahead of me.” 
 
Romans 5:6 (NIV) 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
 the ungodly. 

 

 

SALVATION in walking with the Lord 
 
John 5:8-9 (NRSV) 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the man 
 was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a Sabbath. 
 
Romans 5:7-9 (NIV) 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
 person someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
 this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since we have now been justified by 
 his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 

 

 

Challenge Questions: 

 

How do you answer Jesus’ question, "Do you want to be made well?" 

 
What sin needs to be confessed and repented of to experience the wellness Christ wants for you? 

 
What would full life look like for you? 

 
How can you take up your mat and walk with Jesus this week? 


