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February 25, 2018 
Series: Restored 

Sermon Title: This is a real Mess 

 

Main Scripture: 
Luke 18:9-14 (NRSV) 

9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by 

himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I 
give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves 

will be exalted.” 

 

The Main Idea: 
God's mercy over your merit 

 

 

God's DESIGN 
 
Genesis 1:27 (NRSV) 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them;  male and female he created them. 
 
Psalm 139:14 (NRSV) 14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your  works; that I know very well. 
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Humanity's DECLINE 
 
Luke 18:9-12 (NRSV) 9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
 were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple to 
 pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
 was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
 adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
 income.’ 
 
Luke 16:15 (NRSV) 15So he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of 
 others; but God knows your hearts; for what is prized by human beings is an 
 abomination in the sight of God. 
 
Proverbs 30:12 (NRSV) 12There are those who are pure in their own eyes yet are not cleansed of 
 their filthiness. 

 

God's UNTWINE 
 
Luke 18:13-14 (NRSV) 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to 
 heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell 
 you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 
 themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
Proverbs 29:23 (NRSV) 23Person's pride will bring humiliation, but one who is lowly in spirit 
 will obtain honor. 
 
1 Peter 5:6 (NRSV) 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
 exalt you in due time. 

 

Challenge Questions: 

 

Where do you see God's image in the world? 

 
How can your life focus more on God’s mercy than your merit? 

 
What are ways you can truly humble yourself before God this week? 

 


