
 
Vaughn Stafford	  

Lead Pastor  8051 Glenn Road 
Office 205.655.9414    Trussville, AL 35173 
Fax 205.661.9775  www.clearbranch.org 

     The Mission of Clearbranch UMC is 
            to ENGAGE people through relational ministry, 
            to EQUIP disciples for Christ and 
            to EMPLOY their gifts through missions. 

The Vision of Clearbranch UMC is Transformed Lives offering the Transforming Love of Christ. 

July 16, 2017 
Series: Becoming Fully Human 

Sermon Title: Forgiveness 
 

 

1. God's anger is RIGHTEOUS. 
 
Numbers 16:32 - 35 (ESV) 32And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with 
 their households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 
 33So they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth 
 closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34And all 
 Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, "Lest the earth 
 swallow us up!" 35And fire came out from the Lord and consumed the 250 men 
 offering the incense. 
 
Micah 7:18 - 20 (ESV) 18Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over 
 transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger 
 forever, because he delights in steadfast love. 19He will again have compassion on 
 us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths 
 of the sea. 20You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as 
 you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old. 

 

 

2. We are created in the IAMGE of God. 
 
Genesis 1:26 - 27 (ESV) 26Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our 
 likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
 the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
 thing that creeps on the earth." 27So God created man in his own image, in the 
 image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
 
Matthew 18:21-35 (ESV) 21Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will 
 my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus 
 said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
 23"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
 settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to 
 him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master 
 ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
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 payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have 
 patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the 
 master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that 
 same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
 hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you 
 owe.' 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with 
 me, and I will pay you.' 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
 should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
 were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had 
 taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked 
 servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not 
 you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34And in 
 anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So 
 also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
 brother from your heart." 
 
Mark 3:3-5 (ESV) 1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered 
 hand. 2And they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, 
 so that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man with the withered hand, 
 "Come here." 4And he said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to 
 do harm, to save life or to kill?" But they were silent. 5And he looked around at 
 them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, "Stretch 
 out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 

 

 

3. Our anger should be PURPOSEFUL. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (ESV) 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
 himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 
 reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
 entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
 
Colossians 3:12-13 (ESV) 12Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
 compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with 
 one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 
 the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

 


